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A native of East Chicago, Indiana, Father John Kartje 
was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
in 2002. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Mathematics and a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physics in 1987 from the University of Chicago. In 
1995, the University of Chicago’s Department of 
Astronomy and Astrophysics conferred a Ph.D. 
degree on Father Kartje. In addition, he earned a 

Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the Catholic University of America’s 
Department of Biblical Studies in 2010. 

Father Kartje has served as a faculty member at both the seminary and the 
Institute for Priestly Formation since 2009. He previously served as the 
director and chaplain of the Sheil Catholic Center at Northwestern 
University from 2009 to 2013, at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Washington, D.C. from 2004 to 2009, and as associate pastor at St. 
Benedict Parish in Chicago from 2002 to 2004. He was appointed as 
rector/president of the University of Saint Mary of the Lake/Mundelein 
Seminary in 2015. 

  


